Honorable Kate Murray
Supervisor

Town of Hempstead

Hempstead Town Hall

One Washington Street

Hempstead, New York 11550

Dear Supervisor Murray:

The Courtesy Hotel situation in West Hempstead is a matter that has gone on for far too long.  The community has reached a breaking point and continued delay relating to the demolition and redevelopment of this site has seriously damaged the credibility of the ongoing process.  The people have spoken loudly on this matter and it is clearly time for the Courtesy Hotel to shut its doors forever.

As the State representatives who represent West Hempstead in the Senate and Assembly, respectively, we are calling for immediate action to address the Courtesy Hotel's closure and the redevelopment of that site.  We join every community association, religious and public service organization and athletic group in West Hempstead in calling for its closure.  In addition, we are very concerned by the lack of action by the Town to solve this matter to the satisfaction of the greater community.

The recent reports of a nightclub being developed inside the Hotel are a clear and present danger to the community.  Constant police activity at the hotel has been the cause for general community concern for years.  Needless to say, we are opposed to such a nightclub and understand the community's outrage over this new development.

For the record, it has been over 2,900 days since the Town adopted the nuisance law.  While we understand that the legislation was struck down in the courts, this statistic clearly shows that the Courtesy situation is not new and has been at the forefront of community concern for quite some time.

It has been over 850 days since the Courtesy has been under contract to be sold. However, the sale has been held up.  It has been over 800 days since the Courtesy has been deemed to be a blighted area by the Town.

There have been two Mother's Day rallies to shut the Courtesy Hotel to no avail. In fact, at the first Mother's Day rally, the West Hempstead community was promised that the Courtesy would be brought down by December of 2007.  We all know the rest of the story.

Simply stated, the Courtesy Hotel must be removed—and removed immediately.  The community can no longer afford delays.  West Hempstead deserves nothing less.

Sincerely,

Dean G. Skelos, Majority Leader, Senate

Thomas W. Alfano, Assemblyman
