
Alfano, Skelos, Walker and McKevitt Announce 

Child Health Plus Expansion!


Assemblyman Tom Alfano, Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos and Assemblymembers Tom McKevitt and Rob Walker today reminded New York families that effective Monday, September 1, 2008, all of New York’s uninsured children will be eligible for moderate or no-cost health care coverage, thanks to a recent expansion of Child Health Plus – New York State’s health insurance program for children.


The expansion of the program comes, according to Assemblyman Alfano, at a critical time for parents during the economic downturn impacting communities.  “This expansion helps us to insure more children and provide care that is critically needed,” Alfano said.


Alfano was joined by Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos in calling for parents to check out the newly expanded program.  “Making sure that children were covered by quality health care was very important to me and Assemblyman Alfano.  That’s why we worked very hard to make sure this expansion would provide children with a health care plan that would meet their needs.”


New York State increased the income eligibility threshold for Child Health Plus from 250 to 400 percent of the federal poverty level. This means that a child in a family of three whose income exceeded $44,000 would not have been able to participate in the program prior to the expansion but now, if that family’s income is no greater than $70,000, the child will be eligible for coverage at no cost or at a reduced monthly premium. In addition, any family above 400 percent of the federal poverty level can buy into the program at the full monthly premium. 


“As a parent, I know first-hand the importance of putting the health, safety and well-being of your children first. Today’s economic instability is forcing New York’s hard-working families to make tough decisions each and every day, but those families should not have to worry if they can afford health care for their children,” said Governor Paterson. 


Assemblyman Tom Alfano noted, “access to quality health care was my main goal in working with the Governor and Senator Skelos to expand Child Health Plus.  Back in February, I worked with hundreds of families at my health fair to sign up for this health care program. During the fair, I was concerned that some children were falling through the cracks. Not anymore.  Now, we can do even more in these tough economic times for children who need access to health care. From immunizations, to preventative care, this is a homerun for our young people.”


Assemblyman Rob Walker said, “health insurance for children is an issue that I deal with each and every day in my district.  During the debate on the expansion of Child Health Plus, I knew that the changes we were making would help countless children I represent. That’s why I was such a strong proponent for this expansion.”


Assemblyman Tom McKevitt pointed to the changes of income allowances for the program noting, “the changes that we made to this program have now opened the doors for children to get comprehensive coverage.  This is a program that makes a difference in the lives of our young people and I was very proud to strongly support it.”


New York State Health Commissioner Richard F. Daines, M.D., said: “Health insurance can drastically improve a child’s life not only through improved health outcomes, but also through improved performance in school and better school attendance. With proper health care coverage, children can get the health care they need, and parents will have the peace of mind in knowing that they don’t have to rely on the emergency room as their family doctor. With this coverage, parents can take their children to the doctor and get preventive care and medical services whenever they need to.” 


Commissioner Daines also noted that uninsured children are much less likely to receive preventive services including immunizations, dental and vision care and medical care for conditions like sore throats, ear infections and asthma. 


This Child Health Plus expansion was first included in the 2007-08 state budget. It was originally blocked, however, when the federal government denied funding for that initiative by issuing onerous and arbitrary new program rules meant to stop New York's efforts to expand health care coverage for children in need. 


In the 2008-09 Enacted Budget, Assemblyman Alfano, Senate Majority Leader Skelos and Assemblymembers Rob Walker and Tom McKevitt worked with Governor Paterson to fill the void left by the feds, fully covering the federal funding share of the expansion and delivering increased access to quality health care for the State's children. 


With the expansion, all of New York’s uninsured children and teens are eligible for coverage through Child Health Plus or Medicaid. The State has contracted with community organizations in neighborhoods across New York to facilitate enrollment into Child Health Plus. The program is for children who are uninsured. Families who drop their employer coverage will be required to wait six months before they can obtain coverage through Child Health Plus. 


Child Health Plus is free or low-cost health insurance for uninsured children in families who don’t qualify for Medicaid because of income. Parents whose children do not qualify for free coverage pay a monthly premium ranging from $9 to $40 per child per month, depending on income. Families with incomes above 400 percent of the federal poverty level can still buy in to the program by paying the full average monthly premium of $156.


For information on where and how to apply, visit www.nyhealth.gov/nysdoh/chplus/ or call 1-800-698-4543. 

-end-


