Nassau County Environmental Bond Act Program

2005 Nomination Form

Description of the property or project being proposed:

Hall’s Pond Park is located within the unincorporated hamlet known as Lakeview/West Hempstead, Town of Hempstead, Nassau County.  

This Park deserves and needs to be considered for funding through the Environmental Bond Act Program because of its environmental and community value.  Over the years aesthetic degradation has occurred through lack of adequate funding by the County to properly maintain Hall’s Pond Park. 

Funds are needed to restore, enhance and improve upon this uniquely significant area which is located entirely within a residential setting.  Funding for the necessary improvements would enable an expansion of the cultural and recreational uses currently enjoyed by adults and children.  

The pond needs to be dredged.  But, equally important, is a need for a working aeration system to provide oxygen to improve both aquatic and plant life, as well as to reduce sedimentation and help eliminate much of the stagnant water which currently accumulates.  This stagnant water becomes a health hazard during warmer months because of mosquitoes. 

All of the walkways in Hall’s Pond Park need to be repaved and lighting installed throughout the Park.  This is necessary to improve access to the many cultural, educational and recreational programs conducted at the Park, sponsored by community organizations.   

Some new planting and additional landscaping is needed to improve the visual character of the Park.  To help maintain and improve existing and anticipated plantings, there is a need for an irrigation system providing water to facets/spigots at the north end of the Park, by the Gazebo.  All of the trash receptacles need to be replaced with new attractive ones to help achieve the improvement of the visual character of the Park.  Existing trash receptacles are a conglomeration of oil drums, old wire mesh containers and mismatched cans and lids.
With thousands of visitors each year, Hall’s Pond Park has been the site of many educational, cultural and recreational programs.  The wooded area just north of the Park needs to have nature trails installed for use by various groups providing educational and environmental study programs.

The geographic location of Hall’s Pond Park is extraordinary.  It is situated on Nassau Boulevard and Hempstead Avenue.  Unlike many parks within Nassau County, Hall’s Pond Park is accessible to the public through many different modes of transportation.  Hempstead Avenue is a major bus route to and from many areas in the County. The Southern State Parkway, Exit 17N (Hempstead Avenue) is only two short blocks away.  The Park is also within walking distance of an elementary school, two middle schools, and a high school.

Reasons for recommendation (e.g. historic preservation, wetlands, wildlife habitat, parkland, water quality improvements, brownfield clean-up, etc):
On behalf of the more than 19,000 residents of the Lakeview/West Hempstead hamlet, the West Hempstead Civic Association is requesting funding from the Nassau County Environmental Bond Act Program to address  the aesthetic degradation of Hall’s Pond Park as well as restore and improve the environmental characteristics of Hall’s Pond.                                         

Although Nassau County has designed Hall’s Pond Park as a passive park, the community has shown it is a vibrant, active park enjoyed by thousands of West Hempstead and Nassau County residents every year.  To attest to the vital role Hall’s Pond Park plays to West Hempstead and the rest of Nassau County, you need to know about some of the planned activities conducted during the year by many of our West Hempstead organizations.  

Hall’s Pond Park has always been the focal point in our community, with virtually every organization in West Hempstead and Lakeview providing time, effort and money to help maintain and improve it’s appearance.  The West Hempstead Lions have, over the years, painted and repaired the park benches many times.  The split rail fencing on the Nassau Blvd. side was installed as a West Hempstead Eagle Scout project and has been repaired by members of the West Hempstead Civic Association on several occasions.

Through the efforts of the WH Civic Association‘s Beautification Committee members, trees were provided and planted by our committee members.  Each year in the spring, summer and fall, flowers are planted, watered, weeded and cared for by our Beautification Committee members.  All of the West Hempstead Boy and Girl Scout troops during the year conduct numerous clean up campaigns.  

The West Hempstead Historical Society donated the sign at the entrance to the Park. The West Hempstead Kiwanis Club has donated a beautiful, decorative Clock as a memorial to the victims of the September 11, 2001 attack on the World Trade Centers.  Eleven of those victims were residents of West Hempstead.  The West Hempstead Civic Association donated a Gazebo and dedicated it to the memory of the September 11th victims.  

We all believe that Hall’s Pond Park is more than just a passive park.  It represents the spirit of our community.  It is a place we can gather to enjoy various planned activities held there throughout the year, sponsored by many West Hempstead based organizations.  

Starting with the West Hempstead Lions’  Hall’s Pond Park Easter  Egg Hunt,  held the Saturday prior to Easter with the Lakeview Fire Department providing the Bunny,  hundreds of children and their parents are there enjoying what is a very active park.  Our Memorial Day Parade has all of our community organizations from the American Legion to school children marching to Hall’s Pond Park to lay a wreath at the Soldiers Monument located within the Park. 

During the summer months, the West Hempstead Civic Association conducts three free Music in the Park Concerts open to all residents of Nassau County (exhibit 2.).  Last year more than a thousand residents attended these concerts.  And in the fall, the West Hempstead Civic Association, together with the West Hempstead Chamber of Commerce, sponsors a Fall Street Festival, attracting several thousand people. The   park during this event becomes a an oasis in which to enjoy the sights and a picnic lunch. 

The first Sunday in December is set aside for the West Hempstead Civic Association’s Holiday at Hall’s celebration. This event, held entirely within the Park, has parents and grandparents bringing an estimated 300 to 400 children to enjoy games, rides, music and more.   Last year the total attendees were in excess of 700 people (exhibit 3).

Beginning with the winter seasonal snowfalls, Hall’s Pond Park (because of it’s physical configuration) is used by the children – young and old – to enjoy sledding as well as ice skating if the temperatures are low enough.   With the warmer weather, on weekends you can go the Park and watch a group of model boat aficionados racing or sailing their model boats.  Everyday, weather permitting, you see adults and children alike, enjoying the serenity the park provides, walking the paths, watching the local water fowl, or reading a book. With area eateries nearby it is not unusual to see families enjoying a quick outdoor snack after a game of roller hockey at the adjoining PAL sponsored roller hockey rink.  
Hall’s Pond Park is anything but a passive park.  It has been neglected for many years and is showing the ravages of neglect. 

 The excuse of budget constraints prohibiting improvements is no longer acceptable.  Over the last few years we have come to refer to Hall’s Pond Park as the “Cinderella” of the Nassau Parks system.  It is our sincere hope that you will provide the magic to restore this park to the splendor that the residents of our hamlet and the County deserve.  We believe the neglect of the past can be remedied by you.  You hold the key to its renaissance by deeming Hall’s Pond Park worthy of the funds necessary to implement the positive changes which are so desperately needed.  

On behalf of our community and the thousands of Nassau County residents who use this park yearly, we thank you for your efforts and for taking the time to consider our application.

Rosalie Norton

President, West Hempstead Civic Association 

