Asseblyman Alfano and School Superintendents Slam Local Motels as Dangers to Community

Assemblyman Tom Alfano calls motels that house level 2 and 3 sex offenders a clear danger to children, families and seniors that are just blocks from both the George Washington and John Street Schools.  This revelation and community input helped him author legislation to stop what he calls the “West Hempstead and Franklin Square’s community’s Bates Motel nightmares.” In this case, the Capri and Courtesy Hotels being the targets as housing for sex offenders.  Surrounded by parents and School Superintendents at a press conference carried by six television networks, Alfano called for a comprehensive strategy to address how and where sex offenders are housed in the wake of the new civil commitment law.

Assemblyman Tom Alfano called the bill he is the lead sponsor of “necessary and critical” to the safety of children and families in the community. “Right now a family that needs shelter could be living less than 10 feet from a level 3 sex offender. That’s a clear and present danger that’s unacceptable.  Furthermore, motels like the Capri that house sex offenders are within walking distance of the George Washington Elementary School of West Hempstead and John Street School of Franklin Square.

The Capri Motel has housed sex offenders that local community members believe poses a real threat to children and families.  The legislation Alfano, Barra, Walker and McKevitt are calling for restricts motels who also serve as shelters for DSS from renting to level 2 and 3 sex offenders.  In addition it helps prevent the State from placing level 2 and 3 sex offenders within close proximity to children, families and seniors.
 
Alfano pointed to the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services Website that indicates that two level 3 sex offenders are living in the Capri Motel and could pose a threat to children and families.  “The bottom line is that motels need to know that housing dangerous sex offenders poses a threat to the community’s safety.  Families need protection and information to safeguard their families.”

According to the New York State DCJS website at http://www.criminaljustice.state.ny.us, the Capri Motel is home to a level 3 sex offender in rooms 213 and 119.  The offenders are classified as Sexually Violent Offenders who were imprisoned for 1st degree sexual abuse a class D felony.




