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A parade of angry residents scolded the Hempstead Town Board yesterday for its glacial pace in closing a trashy, crime-ridden West Hempstead hotel. The board debated plans to redevelop the area around the Courtesy Hotel, which residents have long branded a hangout for drug addicts and prostitutes. Despite emotional pleas to shutter the Hempstead Ave. hotel during an all-day hearing, the board reserved judgment on the issue. The board is not expected to vote again until next month.

The owners of the Courtesy Hotel agreed to sell to apartment complex developer Trammell Crow Residential last year. But the town board intervened and proposed its own urban renewal plan for the area - a move that has delayed the shutdown of the hotel. The board was scheduled to vote yesterday on both Trammell Crow's proposal and the town plan. Residents at the meeting criticized Town Supervisor Kate Murray for reneging on previous vows to close the hotel before the new year. "The way I see it, the only way you can keep your promise is to stop wasting our time," snapped Scott Jablow, 51, of West Hempstead. "It's up to you to choose your legacy."

John Hogan, superintendent of the West Hempstead School District, urged the board to think about students who pass the sleazy inn on their way to and from class every day. "When you look at the Trammell Crow proposal, the efficacy and the ability of them to move very quickly and take down the hotel is certainly very important," Hogan said. Earlier in the day, Trammell Crow presented its plan to demolish the hotel "immediately" after the sale is complete.

The developer wants to put up a four-story building with 176 luxury apartments, featuring a fitness center, outdoor swimming pool, landscaped courtyards and underground parking. Trammell Crow consultants predicted the project would attract well-heeled residents who would pump $5 million a year into the local economy, with little effect on traffic.

They also pushed the apartments as an easy sell for young professionals and empty nesters wanting to live near a Long Island Rail Road stop. Monthly rent would vary from $1,950 for one bedroom to $2,700 for three bedrooms.


