WHCA Delivers Letters and Petitions Calling for Closure and Sale of Courtesy Hotel

On Tuesday, April 17, 2007, a contingent of members of the West Hempstead Civic Association(WHCA) Executive Board and West Hempstead residents descended on Town Hall to deliver over 1400 letters and petitions, gathered in just 3 months, calling for the closing of the Courtesy Hotel and supporting the sale of the property to Trammell Crow Residential.

The WHCA asked  the community  to express their views and what they want developed on the Courtesy site.  Most of the  letters and petitions were the result of efforts started, after the WHCA General Meeting held on Feb. 28, 2007.

Since August 2006, the Executive Board has had meetings with, asked questions and listened to proposals from the Town of Hempstead and Trammell Crow Residential(TCR). The four proposals being considered by the Town(which includes TCR) were reviewed.  The WHCA Executive Board unanimously endorsed the TCR proposal as being the one which offers the best opportunity to transform the area, provide the catalyst to revitalize our retail businesses and help relieve the tax burden of our property owners.  It is estimated that  the development proposed by TCR would generate approximately $1,000,000 in property taxes with about 65 percent, roughly $600,000,  going to the West Hempstead school district.  According to records viewed, by the WHCA,  on the County Assessor's web site,  the current Courtesy property taxes total of about $220,000 a year with approximately $139,000 designated as West Hempstead school taxes.

The TCR proposal was presented to residents at a community meeting.  The WHCA invited the Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development to  discuss the Town's plans and the Eminent Domain process at the WHCA General Community Meeting in February 2007.  The WHCA asked residents for their input.   Emails, letters and petitions started to pour in.  Although the Town seems to favor acquiring the property under Eminent Domain,  many residents have expressed a desire not to go down that path when there is a legitimate offer to purchase the property.

The WHCA believes that closing the Courtesy and the private sale is what is in the best interest of the WH community.  Residents are asking the WHCA  why isn't the Town moving  faster so that TCR can complete the sale this year and, is the Town opposed to having TCR purchase the property?  Members of the WHCA Executive Board have said that only the Town can answer those questions and are asking the Town to take the necessary action to close the Hotel and have the TCR purchase completed this year. 

Information about the Trammell Crow Residential proposal can be viewed by clicking on the link Trammell Crow Residential on the left side of the Home Page.  Email letters to the Town of Hempstead can also be sent from this web site; or you can reach the WHCA calling 733-0879.

Residents have asked if we could invite Trammell Crow Residential representatives to the next WHCA meeting. We have invited the developer to the WHCA June 13, 2007 meeting to discuss and answer questions about their proposed plans. We will also invite Commissioner Charles Theofan to attend to discuss and answer questions regarding the redevelopment of the property.  We will post the time and location of the meeting at a later date.

