Town of Hempstead Adopts Blight Study for West Hempstead

West Hempstead Civic Association President, Rosalie Norton and Executive Board member Walter Ejnes attended the May 23, 2006 Town of Hempstead meeting.  Each welcomed the extent of the Blight Study Area. They commented that the planned revitalization will create an entrance to our community which will reflect the attractiveness of our residential areas.  The WHCA Executive Board will be meeting with TOH officials and developers to discuss proposals and to arrange with Councilman Ambrosino community meetings to discuss future development plans.  It should be noted that at the Town Board meeting the attorney for the Courtesy said that the owner was in contract negotiations for the sale of the Courtesy.

Supervisor Kate Murray and Councilmen Ed Ambrosino and James Darcy have announced that the Hempstead town Board adopted a blight study at its May 23 meeting for a section of West Hempstead that includes the Courtesy Hotel. The blight study has established the basis for the town to redevelop a section of downtown West Hempstead that has deteriorated and is no longer economically vibrant. The study area is located along the north and south sides of Hempstead Avenue, generally to the west of Hempstead Gardens Drive and east of Westminster Road. To the south, the boundary includes the Long Island Railroad right of way.

This study confirms what neighbors have long known," said Murray. "The Courtesy Hotel and some surrounding parcels are a blight on the West Hempstead community. We will work with developers to bring about economic revitalization in the area."

The Town is empowered to redevelop blighted areas under Article 15 of New York State General Municipal Law. Specifically, the township is authorized to utilize condemnation powers to acquire properties that meet certain criteria for redevelopment by the private sector. One of the blighted parcels in the study area, the Courtesy Hotel, has been the subject of complaints by community residents and a location of frequent police activity.  A benefit of seizing the hotel under blight provisions and having it redeveloped by the private sector is that it would not add to the local tax burden of the community. Rather, a new developer would support the local tax base.

"Condemning the Courtesy Hotel and some surrounding parcels under blight provisions and turning them over to a responsible private sector developer will be in the best interest of local neighbors," said Ambrosino. "Our plan will rid the area of a bad neighbor without increasing the local property tax burden" "The blight study is an important first step in bringing this area of West Hempstead back to its full potential," added Darcy.

The area reviewed in the study consists of approximately 12 acres, containing commercial, light industrial and parking uses. Sixty percent of the buildings in the study area show signs of deterioration. More than half of the off-street parking spaces were observed to be vacant throughout the study period. Among other facts, the study observed that* "The potential for economic activity, and the generation of employment and tax revenues, is not being fully realized." The study also mentions the unkempt conditions of properties, lack of landscaping and potential drainage problems.

"The town continues to work closely with the West Hempstead community to develop a plan for this area, concluded Murray. "We are committed to making this an even better community in which to live, work and shop. West Hempstead has a bright and promising future."
