ALFANO, LAVALLE AND GLICK BILL FOR BETTER ACCESS TO COLLEGE TEXTBOOKS SIGNED INTO LAW BY GOVERNOR

As college students are making their way to school over the next couple of weeks, a new law sponsored by Assemblyman Tom Alfano will be in place to help students with college textbook purchases. Alfano announced today that the "Textbook Access Act" he sponsored has been signed into law by Governor David Paterson. Alfano, a member of the Higher Education Committee, was a sponsor of the new law aimed at helping college students.  The legislation comes on the heels of the Assemblyman’s staunch support for TAP, HEOP, EOP and college loan programs that were threatened by budget cuts. 

The measure will ensure affordability and accessibility of college textbooks. According to Alfano, the new law was designed to make college textbooks more affordable and accessible to students and working families. The bill was sponsored by Higher Education Chair Assemblywoman Debra Glick, Alfano, Senators Ken LaValle, Chuck Fuschillo, Caesar Trunzo and Assembly members Harvey Weisenberg and Bob Barra.

“Students tell me constantly how the price of college textbooks has skyrocketed with no end in sight.  It’s no secret that texts for one course can range from $200 to $300 alone!  It’s outrageous and we needed to put the brakes on it immediately.  This new law not only helps ensure affordability, but puts safeguards in place so that faculty, bookstores and colleges know what the prices are and the availability. No longer will students be the victims of poor planning and sweetheart deals. It’s only a first step, but a dramatic one,” said Assemblyman Tom Alfano. 

According to Alfano, fair value was one of the prime objectives of the new law.  Under the measure, the publisher of a college textbook(s) would be required to provide pricing to faculty members and/or the entity charged with textbook purchasing, if requested. The institutions would also be required to institute policies that encourage faculty members and their textbook purchasers to place orders with sufficient lead time to provide better chances of availability. In addition, employees of the institution would be prohibited from receiving inappropriate compensation for adopting certain course material.
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